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pacific  yearly  meeting 
of  friends 


FRIENDS  WITNESS  IN  TODAY'S  WORLD 

By  Ferner  Nuhn 

This  is  a condensation  of  a talk  given  at  a meet- 
ing of  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee  at 
Whittier,  Calif.  January  2,  1954.  Ferner  Nuhn  lives  at 
420  W.  8th  St.,  Claremont,  Calif. 

One  of  the  difficulties  of  our  time  is  to  be 
clear  about  our  witness  to  truth  in  the  face  of 
insistent  pressures  which  come  to  us  from  both 
the  militant  left  and  the  militant  right.  What 
is  our  witness  toward  these  extremes  and  toward 
the  more  moderate  middle? 

Right-wing  movements  have  had  various 
names,  but  all  are  featured  by  an  emotional 
appeal  to  ties  of  blood  and  native  land  and  to 
a way  of  life  handed  down  by  “the  fathers.” 
The  dominant  emotion  of  these  movements 
might  be  called  filial. 

Left-wing  movements,  in  contrast,  tend  to 
be  in  revolt  against  the  fathers  and  to  feature 
the  claims  of  brotherhood.  The  dominant  emo- 
tion is  fraternal. 

Considered  as  basic  springs,  each  of  these 
emotions  is  normal  and  creative.  All  of  us  will 
recognize  both  filial  and  fraternal  feelings  with 
reference  to  any  social  group  we  value  at  all, 
family,  country  or  religious  fellowship.  It  is 
helpful  to  remember  our  filial  emotions  when 
we  meet  some  one  of  extremely  patriotic  ten- 
dencies. It  is  helpful  to  think  of  our  own  fra- 
ternal ideas  when  we  meet  some  one  of  “leftist” 
views. 

But  if  these  are  natural  and  creative  emotions, 
how  do  they  become  dangerous  as  social  move- 
ments? One  is  tempted  to  answer  in  the  words 
of  Coolidge’s  preacher,  “sin,”  or  rather  its  mod- 
ern term,  self-interest. 

Intensive  organization  is  perhaps  the  key 
fact  about  modern  social  movements.  When 
organization  is  coupled  with  conscious  deceit, 
as  has  been  the  case  in  both  types  of  movement, 
the  result  is  tragic  for  civilization.  Tragic  be- 
cause calculated  deceit,  either  in  the  form  of 
the  so-called  “big  lie”  of  public  pronouncement 
or  the  private  lie  of  secret  organizational  activi- 
ty, preys  upon  the  most  precious  of  social  atti- 
tudes, that  of  good  faith  towards  one’s  fellow 
men.  It  is  here  that  the  present  world  lavs  its 
hardest  burden,  a real  cross,  upon  people  of 
good  will  everywhere,  including  Friends. 

I believe  certain  general  observations  hold 
true  with  regard  to  these  movements  in  the 
present  world: 

1 )  Similar  conditions,  of  ignorance  and 
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docility  on  the  part  of  large  masses  of  people, 
a history  of  authoritarian  government,  the  pres- 
ence of  inequalities  and  corrupt  practices  and 
the  frustration  of  certain  classes,  provide  the 
grounds  for  either  right-  or  left-wing  move- 
ments. When  intellectuals  are  frustrated,  as  un- 
der the  Czars,  the  movement  tends  to  go  to  the 
left;  when  native  aspirations  are  frustrated  as 
in  Germany  in  the  20’s  and  30’s,  the  movement 
tends  right.  Over  a length  of  time,  a movement 
in  one  direction  tend  to  produce  one  in  the 
other. 

2)  The  two  types  of  movement  resemble 
each  other  in  the  use  of  authoritarian  means. 
“No!  They  are  poles  apart,”  a heckler  once 
cried  in  the  House  of  Commons.  “And  what  is 
so  much  like  the  North  Pole  as  the  South  Pole?” 
Winston  Churchill  is  said  to  have  retorted.  “A 
difference  of  a few  penguins.” 

In  international  policy,  however,  there  ap- 
pears this  difference,  equally  uncomfortable  to 
other  countries:  while  a “rightist”  regime  tends 
to  look  toward  a war  of  conquest,  international 
Communism  counts  on  and  works  for  internal 
revolt  through  propaganda  and  subversion. 

3)  The  broader  the  economic  and  political 
base,  the  less  likelihood  of  violent  movements 
toward  either  extreme.  Countries  with  the  full- 
est democratic  experience  have  shown  the  least 
tendency  toward  either  Fascism  or  Communism. 

4)  Wars,  depressions,  corruption,  inequali- 
ties, colonialism,  provide  fuel  for  extreme  move- 
ments at  home  and  abroad.  The  recent  huge 
gains  of  Communism  came  through  shrewd  ex- 
ploitation of  two  great  wars  and  a great  depres- 
sion. 

5)  Many  people  assume  that  the  so-called 
“cold  war”  is  itself  a division  between  extreme 
“right”  and  “left”  movements.  This  is  far  from 
the  case.  While  one  side  is  dominated  by  totali- 
tarian Communism,  the  other  is  composed  of 
varied  governments,  including  some  of  both  ex- 
tremes, but  led  by  the  large,  moderate  democra- 
cies. As  the  English  historian,  Seton-Thomas, 
has  noted:  “There  are  two  divisions  in  the  world 
today.  One  is  between  the  Communists  and  the 
rest.  The  other  is  between  those  who  regard 
slavery,  torture  and  massacre  as  permissable 
methods  of  political  struggle,  and  those  who  do 
not.  The  first  dixision  is  the  more'  ]Riblicized. 
the  second  is  more  fundamental.”  Both  di\  i- 
sions,  one  might  add,  to  some  extent  cut  across 
the  “Iron  (]nrtain." 

6)  In  ('xtremist  ix'ginu's.  tlu'  great  masses 
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of  people  are  more  acted  upon  than  acting.  We 
have  seen  the  truth  of  this  in  respect  to  Ger- 
many and  Japan,  and  how  quickly  the  large 
majority  of  people  take  a new  attitude  under 
new  circumstances.  The  same  must  now  be  true 
of  large  masses  of  people  in  Russia  and  China, 
and  this  is  an  important  fact  to  remember. 

What  of  the  United  States?  Its  broad  eco- 
nomic and  political  base  has  given  only  limited 
scope  to  these  movements.  Wars  and  depres- 
sions, however,  have  bred  samples  of  both. 

In  the  early  30’s,  with  the  world  shaking 
under  them,  it  was  natural  for  many  troubled 
people,  especially  young  people,  to  look  toward 
a movement  such  as  Communism,  which  prom- 
ised a solution  to  the  country’s  grave  economic 
problems.  Most  of  these  turned  away  as  they 
became  aware  of  the  unethical  methods,  and  as 
conditions  bettered  through  more  moderate 
means.  Then  the  changes  of  belief,  confessions 
and  revelations  began,  which  have  been  a fea- 
ture of  the  last  few  years. 

Meanwhile,  the  inevitable  reaction  in  the 
other  direction  took  place.  The  shock  of  these 
discoveries— the  common  term  is  “infiltration”— 
along  with  continuing  international  tension,  pro- 
vided the  fuel  for  the  movement  that  is  still  go- 
ing on:  loyalty  tests,  the  use  and  abuse  of  legis- 
lative investigations,  the  questioning  of  public 
and  school  employees  about  Communist  affilia- 
tions, in  increased  activity  of  nativist  groups. 
The  emotion  present  in  the  situation  has  un- 
doubtedly been  exploited  by  some  interested 
groups  to  discourage  merely  liberal  economic, 
political  and  educational  attitudes.  It  would 
seem  that  the  peak  of  this  movement  has  now 
been  passed,  yet  under  pressure  of  world  events, 
both  right  and  left  emotions  are  likely  to  com- 
plicate domestic  affairs  for  some  time. 

The  impact  of  these  tensions  might  be  sum- 
marized in  two  propositions : 1 ) that  all  prob- 
lems today  tend  to  run  into  the  world  problem; 
2)  that  for  people  everywhere  the  world  prob- 
lem reduces  to  a conflict  of  loyalties:  between 
the  near  and  the  far,  between  the  claims  of  in- 
dividual conscience  and  of  social  groups;  be- 
tween the  claims  of  our  families  and  of  our 
brothers  farther  away;  between  faithfulness 
toward  our  religious  group  and  toward  a larger 
circle  of  religious  groups;  between  responsibili- 
ty toward  our  nation  and  towards  nations  farther 
away.  For  all  of  us  the  moral  issue  appears 
the  same:  not  to  be  unfaithful  to  the  nearer,  but 
to  find  how  to  extend  our  good  faith  to  circles 
farther  off. 

This  predicament  is  not  necessarily  bad. 
God  seems  to  be  saying  that  no  one  can  deal 
with  his  own  problems  these  days  without  at 
the  same  time  working  toward  a solution  that 
will  have  to  be  very  good  for  everyone. 

Our  own  witness,  in  promising  “to  answer 
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that  of  God  in  everyone,”  is  so  broad  in  its  im- 
plied sympathies  that  it  needs  to  be  especially 
clear  and  informed  in  its  judgments.  We  have 
an  equal  concern  to  witness  to  good  and  not  to 
condone  evil  in  any  situation  we  enter.  An  in- 
cident of  the  visit  of  British  Friends  to  Russia 
in  1951  illustrates  the  difficulty.  The  best 
friend  the  English  Quakers  made  in  Russia  was 
perhaps  the  interpreter.  Yet  in  the  final  inter- 
view, he  was  almost  in  tears  because  he  was 
unable  to  obtain  from  his  guests  the  fully  ap- 
proving report  of  Soviet  life  that  his  instructions, 
and  possibly  his  job,  required.  Similar  difficul- 
ties will  confront  us  in  any  critical  concern  we 
have  in  these  days. 

We  all  have  our  own  self-interest  and  po- 
litical leanings,  of  which  we  must  be  wary  if  our 
witness  is  to  be  pure.  Are  we  as  quick  to  see  the 
evils  on  the  side  toward  which  we  lean  as  on 
the  other,  the  good  on  the  other  as  on  our  own? 
While  trying  to  answer  the  needs  of  people 
farther  away,  do  we  keep  faith  with  those  closer 
by?  In  order  to  forestall  more  violent  move- 
ments, right  or  left,  are  we  ready  to  work  for 
needed  economic  and  political  changes  by  dem- 
ocratic and  ethical  means? 

Jesus  knew  the  pressures  of  both  right-  and 
left-wing  parties,  and  chose  a way  which  was 
neither,  but  which  answered  the  best  interests 
of  both.  He  was  more  loyal  to  the  essential 
faith  of  his  fathers  than  were  the  ruling  elders, 
more  sensitive  to  the  claims  of  brotherhood 
than  were  the  militant  revolutionists  whose 
movement  he  refused  to  join.  An  image  used  of 
Jesus  conveys  this  role  very  well:  that  of  the 
keystone  of  the  arch,  which  takes  the  pressure 
from  both  sides  while  serving  as  the  bridge  be- 
tween. This  is  our  difficult  but  key  witness: 
not  to  take  the  part  of  either  opposing  column, 
but  to  serve  as  the  key  of  the  arch  between. 

UNIFORM  RECORDS 

All  of  us  feel  that  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  should 
be  of  increasing  inspiration  and  usefulness,  as  time  goes 
on,  not  only  to  its  members  but  to  the  Society  of  Friends 
as  a whole  and  to  religious  movements  everywhere.  One 
of  the  weaknesses  we  must  overcome  if  we  are  to  take 
this  place  is  our  lack  of  system  and  uniformity  in  keep- 
ing records. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Interim  Committee  in  March, 
it  was  decided  to  provide  the  local  Meetings  with  ade- 
quate uniform  individual  membership  record  blanks  on 
durable  paper.  Interim  Committee  representatives  have 
received  the  blanks  for  their  Meetings;  Meetings  not 
represented  in  March  may  obtain  their  forms  from  the 
secretary. 

For  the  newer  Meetings  this  uniform  method  of 
recording  membership  presents  no  particular  problem, 
but  for  our  large  established  Meetings,  it  will  be  prac- 
tical to  keep  old  membership  records  carefully  filed  as 
they  are,  and  to  use  the  new  blanks  for  new  members. 
But  it  is  hoped  that  in  these  larger  Meetings  some  g^^n- 
erous  and  concerned  Friends  will  undertake,  graduallv. 
the  strenuous  task  of  transferring  the  data  from  old 
forms  to  the  newer,  more  complete  forms. 

We  all  acknowledge  the  advantages  to  the  Yearly 
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Meeting  ot  uniform  records  faithfully  filed,  not  only  in 
the  interest  of  its  history  but  in  the  interest  of  each 
Meeting.  Requests  tor  information  come  frequently;  we 
have  just  filled  out  a questionnaire  for  the  National 
Council  of  Churches;  graduate  students  want  informa- 
tion on  church  membership  in  the  West,  past  and  pres- 
ent. If  the  Yearly  Meeting  should  undertake  the  pub- 
lishing of  a directory,  by  Meetings,  these  new  blanks 
will  be  a first  step. 

We  hope  that  Monthly  Meetings  will  take  kindly 
to  the  new  forms  and  that  within  a few  years  each 
Meeting  will  have  a carefully  filed  and  readily  accessi- 
ble record  of  its  membership  from  its  inception  to  the 
present. 

—Isabel  Fothergill  Smith 
Secretary,  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
4252  Via  Padova 
Padua  Hills,  Claremont,  Calif. 


VISITING  ON  CONCERN 

The  Visitation  Committee  has  recently  had  a bit 
of  consultation  by  mail  and  as  a result  it  seems  a good 
time  to  stress  the  sometimes  forgotten  fact  that  visita- 
tion among  Friends  is  traditionally  “visitation  in  the 
ministry.”  The  sense  of  the  commttee  seems  to  be  that 
the  visits  which  should  be  most  encouraged  are  those 
which  aim  to  deepen  the  spiritual  life  in  our  Meetings, 
and  to  increase  knowledge  and  understanding  of  the 
world  Society  of  Friends.  It  was  decided  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Interim  Committee  at  Berkeley  that  visita- 
tion funds  should  not  be  used  to  finance  the  trips  of 
delegates  to  conferences.  The  Visitation  Committee 
feels,  on  the  whole,  that  neither  should  funds  be  used 
to  send  forth  travelers  on  special  missions  or  embassies 
for  the  various  educational,  legislative  or  serviee  agen- 
cies in  which  different  groups  of  us  are  concerned. 

I wonder  if  those  of  us  who  feel  a call  to  visit 
shouldn’t  go  forth  in  the  same  spirit  in  which,  theoret- 
ically at  least,  we  go  to  a meeting  for  worship,  intent 
to  speak  only  out  of  the  depths  of  our  hearts  and  to 
the  condition  of  those  who  are  gathered  with  us,  rather 
than  with  any  predetermined  idea  of  what  we  would 
like  to  say? 

Visitation  can  be  an  enriching  experience— espe- 
cially for  the  visitor.  It  also  demands  a good  deal  of 
time  and  energy  from  those  whose  hospitality  we  must 
depend.  So  we  need  to  be  sure,  very  sure,  of  the  depth 
of  the  concern  that  prompts  us  to  go  forth,  and  either 
wait  for  invitations,  or  give  ample  time  to  contacting 
those  we  hope  to  visit  to  discover  if  their  times  and 
seasons  coincide  with  our  own.  —Peggy  Church 


LOYALTY  DECLARATIONS  FOR  TAX  EXEMPTION 

Orange  Grove  and  Berkeley  Meetings  have  declin- 
ed to  sign  the  speeial  declaration  of  non-disloyalty  re- 
quired by  the  state  of  California  of  religious  and  non- 
profit organizations  who  wish  propertv  tax  exemption 
(AB  923). 

Berkeley’s  letter  to  the  assessor  says  in  part;  “Man’s 
relationship  to  God  is  not  susceptible  to  regulation  by 
the  State,  and  freedom  of  religion  is  seriously  endan- 
gered when  prescribed  loyalty  declarations  are  re- 
quired by  the  State  from  religious  groups.” 

Orange  Grove  Meeting  declined  to  sign  the  oath, 
but  decided  to  ask  for  tax  exemption.  The  following 
statement  was  issued  in  support  of  their  position; 
“Orange  Grove  Friends  Meeting  is  unable  to  sign  this 
declaration  required  for  tax  exemption  because  it  has 
a religious  conscientious  objection  to  the  State’s  making 
such  a requirement  the  ba.sis  for  tax  exemption.  The 
faith  and  practice  of  Friends  make  it  impossible  for  us 
to  advocate  the  overthrow  by  violence  of  any  gov- 
ernment. It  is  our  faith  and  practice  which  has  quali- 
fied us  in  the  past  for  tax  exemption  and  it  is  our  hope 
that  the  Meeting  will  continue  to  deserve  this  exemp- 
tion.” 


The  American  Friends  Service  Committee,  South- 
ern Pacific  Regional  Office,  issued  a similar  statement 
jointly  with  the  Northern  California  Regional  Office  as 
follows ; 

“The  American  Friends  Service  Committee  believes 
that  true  citizenship  and  loyalty  to  our  government  can 
not  be  achieved  or  tested  by  special  declarations,  af- 
firmations or  oaths.  Democratic  citizenship  must  be 
built  on  foundations  of  mutual  respect  and  a sense 
of  personal  responsibility. 

“From  its  inception  300  years  ago,  the  Religious 
Society  of  Friends  has  opposed  the  use  of  force  or 
violence  between  individuals  or  nations.  Because  we 
believe  in  conciliation,  based  on  respect  and  love  for 
all  peoples,  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  advocate  the  over- 
throw of  any  government  by  force  or  violence,  or  to 
support  the  war-making  effort  of  any  government.  Our 
belief  in  ‘that  of  God  in  every  man’,  and  in  the  essen- 
tial sacredness  of  the  individual  is  unalterably  opposed 
to  the  totalitarian  way  of  life  and  its  resultant  totali- 
tarian state. 

“Beheving  in  the  importance  of  the  individual,  we 
deplore  the  tendency  toward  restriction  of  individual 
freedom  represented  by  tbe  property  tax  loyalty  decla- 
ration. We  protest  this  requirement  because  it  is  part  of 
the  attempt  to  test  loyalty  by  words  instead  of  deeds. 
This  and  similar  requirements  tend  to  engender  fear 
and  thereby  restrict  the  freedom  of  the  loyal  individual 
to  think  independently  and  to  search  for  truth.  For 
these  reasons  we  cannot  conscientiously  sign  the  required 
statement.” 


QUARTERLY  MEETING 

College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting  will  be  held  in 
Berkeley,  May  I and  2.  Saturday  afternoon  there  will 
be  a meeting  for  concerns,  starting  at  I; 30.  Allen 
Longshore  will  be  the  chairman.  Included  in  the  dis- 
cussion will  be  a consideration  of  “Methods  of  Attain- 
ing Religious  Growth,”  religious  education  in  the  home, 
and  problems  of  the  adult  study  class.  Saturday  eve- 
ning there  will  be  a family  picnic  and  evening  of  recre- 
ation. Hospitality  is  being  offered  by  Berkeley  Friends 
and  guests  are  invited  to  take  part  in  the  regular  Sun- 
day “sing”  at  10; 30  and  the  meeting  for  worship  at  II. 


NEWS  FROM  HERE  AND  THERE 

The  name  of  the  camp  at  which  Yearly  Meeting 
is  to  be  held  this  year  is  Glen  Dawn.  It  is  not  far  from 
Puyallup,  Washington.  ( Rhymes  with  “you  gallop” 
or  almost! ) Friends  from  University  Meeting,  who 
are  making  the  arrangements,  say  there  is  “supposed” 
to  be  a view  of  Mt.  Rainier,  but  they  absolutely  refuse 
to  make  any  guarantees  in  August.  Friends  of  Willam- 
ette Valley  are  hoping  that  a number  of  visitors  will 
feel  like  breaking  the  journey  in  Oregon,  and  that  there 
can  be  a lot  of  informal  “yearly  meetings”  along  the 
way  to  and  from  Yearly  Meeting.  The  dates,  in  case 
your  March  Bulletin  is  not  handy,  are  August  12  to  15. 

O * 

The  Interim  Committee  has  appointed  Fannie 
Timberlake,  1368  West  27th  Drive,  Los  Angeles  7, 
Calif.,  as  assistant  treasurer  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  to 
serve  until  August.  She  will  take  charge  of  all  Meet- 
ing financial  matters  while  Robert  Simkin  is  traveling 
in  the  East. 

0 a a 

Orange  Grove  Montlily  Meeting  has  been  a.sked 
bv  the  Interim  Committee  to  undertake  some  oversiglit 
of  the  growing  group  of  Friends  in  Santa  Barbara,  Cali- 
fornia, which  is  anxious  to  form  some  sort  of  Meeting 
organization. 

0 0 0 

The  Rural  Life  Conference  will  be  held  at  the  home 
of  IIow.vRO  W.vsHBURN,  OakhuLst,  Calit.,  May  28,  29, 
30.  Topics  will  be  decided  at  the  conference,  but  will 
almost  ei'rtainly  include  cooperative  and  intentional  com- 
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THE  FRIENDS  BULLETIN 

Bulletin  Committee:  Grace  Lawrence,  135  N. 
26th  Street,  Corvallis,  Oregon;  Jane  Baumann, 
Cleo  R.  Cox,  Pauline  Henderson,  Ferner 
Nuhn,  Russell  Thornburg,  Gretchen  Tut- 
HiLL,  Martha  Vallance.  Editor:  Esther  C. 
Richards. 

All  correspondence  and  contributions  should 
be  addressed  to  Friends  Bulletin,  2814  N.  E.  27th 
Ave.,  Portland  12,  Oregon. 

Subscription:  “at  least  a dollar” 

PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING  and  PACIFIC  COAST 
ASSOCIATION 

Clerk:  Phillip  H.  Wells,  516  W.  Longden 
Street,  Arcadia,  California;  Alternate  Clerk:  Eu- 
banks Carsner,  3920  Bandini  Ave.,  Riverside, 
California;  Recarding  Clerk:  Catherine  Brun- 
er, 1603  Woodland  Drive,  Stockton,  California; 
Reading  Clerk:  Clarence  Cunningham,  2422 
Charming  Way,  Berkeley  4,  California;  Secretary, 
Isabel  Eothergill  Smith,  4252  Via  Padova,  Pa- 
dua Hills,  Claremont,  California;  Treasurer:  Ro- 
bert L.  SixiKiN,  1032  West  36th  Street,  Los  An- 
geles 7,  California. 


munities.  Visitors  who  expect  to  attend  are  asked  to 
write  to  Howard  Washburn,  giving  the  time  of  arrival. 
He  will  send  full  instructions  for  reaching  the  Washburn 
Ranch. 

ft  6 « 

“We  are  trying  a Eriends  meeting  for  worship  once 
a month,  the  4th  Sunday,”  writes  Walter  Lohans 
(8700  S.  Reed  Ave.,  Reedley,  Calif.),  alternating  our 
home  and  Howard  Washburn's  in  Oakhurst,  Calif.  The 
next  is  April  25th  at  Reedley;  the  May  one  will  prob- 
ably be  in  connection  with  the  Rural  Life  Conference 
at  Oakhurst.” 

* ft 

Born:  on  February  12,  1954,  to  Robert  and  Jean 
Leach  of  5 rue  Cherbuliez,  Geneva,  Switzerland,  a son 
named  David  Reginald  Francis  Leach. 

Born:  on  September  2,  1953,  to  Samuel  and  Carol 
Tyson,  Rt.  1,  Box  260,  Denair,  Calif.,  a son  named 
Samuel  Kent  Tyson. 

Born:  on  November  22,  1953,  to  R.  Lynd  and 
Mary  M.  Warren  of  351  So.  College  Ave.,  Whittier, 
Calif.,  a son  named  David  Maris  Warren. 

ft  ft  ft 

A meeting  of  parents  was  held  February  12  by  the 
Berkeley  Meeting  to  discuss  the  curriculum  of  the  First- 
day  School  and  religious  education  in  general,  reports 
Jennivieve  Westwick  ( 1745  Lincoln  St.,  Berkeley  3, 
Calif. ) . “A  concern  was  expressed,”  she  writes,  “that 
since  religious  education  was  confined  to  one  hour  a 


week,  it  should  be  truly  religious  in  nature  and  not 
tend  to  repeat  what  is  taught  in  the  schools.  Others 
felt  that  it  was  important  that  the  Bible  teaching  given 
to  small  children  should  be  done  in  the  home,  to  avoid 
confusion  of  interpretation.  It  was  observed  that  in  all 
the  older  groups,  Bible  was  being  taught.  The  concen- 
sus was  that  homes  should  increase  their  Bible  story- 
telling. Parents  can  best  tell  when  their  children  are 
ready  for  instruction.  Questions  of  good  and  evil  raised 
by  some  stories  are  not  appropriate  for  small  children. 
The  home  is  all-important  in  teaching  religion  and  in 
the  Meeting  school  the  social  aspect  is  the  more  im- 
portant one  for  the  children.” 

Berkeley  Meeting’s  school  is  growing  so  rapidly 
that  it  is  necessary  to  hold  two  of  the  older  classes  in 
private  homes  near  the  meeting  house,  and  the  ques- 
tion of  expansion  must  soon  be  considered. 

ft  ft  ft 

The  Peace  and  Social  Action  Committee  of  Palo 
Alto  Meeting  has  joined  with  other  committees  from 
Palo  Alto  churches  to  form  a joint  committee  on  social 
action.  Members  of  Peace  and  Social  Action  Commit- 
tee are  Virginia  Brink,  Georges  Weber,  Joe  Lan- 
caster and  Del  Eberhardt. 

ft  ft  ft 

Eloyd  and  Ruth  Schmoe  (13434  40th  Ave.,  N.E., 
Seattle  55,  Wash. ) left  for  Korea  April  6.  Eloyd 
Schmoe  is  the  founder  and  director  of  Houses  for  Korea. 
He  will  expand  the  work  in  the  Yongin  area,  and  Ruth 
will  lead  a weaving  project  for  refugee  women.  Dr. 
Joseph  Alter  (1030  N.E.  25th,  Bellevue,  Washington), 
who  has  been  directing  the  work  is  to  return  home 
soon.  The  address  of  Houses  for  Korea  is  580  Minne- 
sota Ave.,  San  Jose,  Galif.,  where  fuller  information  may 
be  obtained. 

ft  ft  ft 

Two  members  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  ’nave  been 
awarded  Leadership  Grants  for  the  year  1954.  They 
are  Ferner  Nuhn  (420  West  8th,  Claremont,  Calif.) 
who  will  study  at  Pendle  Hill  and  visit  among  Friends 
in  the  East,  and  Edwin  Duckles  (Corregidora  19A, 
Tlacopac,  Villa  Obregon,  Mexico  20,  D.F. ) who  will 
travel  in  India  to  study  common  problems  and  ap- 
proaches of  Mexico  and  India. 

O tt  o 

The  visit  of  Pastor  Wilhelm  Mensching  to  many 
of  our  communities  has  been  stimulating  to  Eriends. 
“He  stressed  the  fact,”  writes  James  Murphy  ( Rt.  1, 
Box  526,  Cheyenne,  Wyoming),  “that  it  is  not  enough 
to  be  emotionally  for  peace,  but  that  workers  for  peace 
must  first  of  all  know  the  facts  and  in  addition  they 
must  be  well  trained  and  organized,  as  were  the  follow- 
ers of  Jesus  and  of  Gandhi.”  James  Murphy  also  com- 
ments on  a remark  made  by  one  of  the  ministers  of 
the  town,  “Pastor  Mensching,  you  might  have  brought 
us  a more  comfortable  message,  but  you  have  made 
us  think!” 
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